



      

        

          Skip to content

          Skip to navigation

             
Personal tools


[image: ]
[image: ]

    

    
        	
            
               Log in
            
        
	
            
               Join
            
        





             
	   
       European Research Network on Global Pentecostalism
    	       
       

    

        

        

        
        


 
 

    
        
            Advanced Search…
        
    


 
    





           


      


      

      	
              
                
                  

    
        

        
            
        

        

        
    
    
        

        
            

	
        

Navigation

    
    	
        	
                
                    
                    Home
                    
                

            
	
    
    
        
        About us
    

    	
    
    
        
        Introduction
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Steering Group
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Participants
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Contact us
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        News & Events
    

    	
    
    
        
        Archived News & Events
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies
    

    	
    
    
        
        Issues Published by Equinox (2010–)
    

    	
    
    
        
        2021 (Vol. 20)
    

    	
    
    
        
        Latest Issue: PentecoStudies 20.2 (Autumn 2021) – Special issue: Pentecostalism and Lived Religion
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 20.1 (Spring 2021)
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2020 (Vol. 19)
    

    	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 19.2 (Autumn 2020) – Special issue: Global Catholicism and the Catholic Charismatic Movement
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 19.1 (Spring 2020)
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2019 (Vol. 18)
    

    	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 18.2 (Autumn 2019)
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 18.1 (Spring 2019)
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2018 (Vol. 17)
    

    	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 17.1 (Spring 2018)
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2017 (Vol. 16)
    

    	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 16.1 (spring 2017)
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 16.2 (autumn 2017)
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2016 (Vol. 15)
    

    	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 15.1 (spring 2016)
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 15.2 (autumn 2016)
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2015 (Vol. 14)
    

    	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 14.1 (spring 2015)
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 14.2 (autumn 2015)
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2014 (Vol. 13)
    

    	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 13.1 (spring 2014)
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        PentecoStudies 13.2 (autumn 2014)
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2013 (Vol. 12)
    

    	
    
    
        
        No. 1 (Spring)
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        No 2 (Autumn)
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2012 (Vol. 11)
    

    	
    
    
        
        No. 1 (Spring)
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        No. 2 (Autumn)
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2011 (Vol. 10)
    

    	
    
    
        
        No. 1 (Spring)
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        No. 2 (Autumn)
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2010 (Vol. 9)
    

    	
    
    
        
        No. 1 (Spring)
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        No. 2 (Autumn)
    

    

    



    



    

	
    
    
        
        Online Back Issues (2002–2009)
    

    	
    
    
        
        2009 (Vol. 8)
    

    	
    
    
        
        No. 1 (Spring)
    

    	
    
    
        
        Miguel Ángel Mansilla, De la caja del diablo a la caja de Dios
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Stephen Hunt, The Florida ‘Outpouring’ Revival
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Book Reviews
    

    

    



    



    

	
    
    
        
        2008 (Vol. 7)
    

    	
    
    
        
        No. 1 (Spring)
    

    	
    
    
        
        Stephen Hunt: Were the Jesus People Pentecostals?
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Cornelis van der Kooi: The Wonders of God
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Sebastian Schüler: Unmapped Territories
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        No. 2 (Autumn)
    

    	
    
    
        
        Cecil M. Robeck, Jr.: "On Becoming a Christian"
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Richard Burgess: Nigerian Pentecostal Theology in Global Perspective
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Gerald W. King: Streams of Convergence
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Book Reviews
    

    

    



    



    

	
    
    
        
        2007 (Vol. 6)
    

    	
    
    
        
        No. 2 (Autumn)
    

    	
    
    
        
        William W. Menzies – The Reformed Roots of Pentecostalism
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        W. van Vlastuin – Does Pentecostalism Have Reformed Roots? An analysis of the argument of W.W. Menzies
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Robert P. Menzies –  Luke’s Understanding of Baptism in the Holy Spirit. A Pentecostal Perspective
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Arie W. Zwiep – Luke’s Understanding of Baptism in the Holy Spirit.  An Evangelical Perspective
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Frank La Barbe – Un ethnologue au cours Alpha
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        Kärkkäinen, Veli-Matti - The Church as the Fellowship of Persons: An Emerging Pentecostal Ecclesiology of Koinonia
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Yong, Amos - Poured Out on All Flesh: The Spirit, World Pentecostalism, and the Renewal of Theology and Praxis in the 21st Century
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Horton-Parker, Skip - Tracking the Theological “Turn”: The Pneumatological Imagination and  the Renewal of Metaphysics and Theology in the 21st Century
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2006 (Vol. 5)
    

    	
    
    
        
        Coleman, Simon - Studying 'Global' Pentecostalism: Tensions, Representations and Opportunites
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        David Martin - Undermining the Old Paradigms: Rescripting Pentecostal Accounts 
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2005 (Vol. 4)
    

    	
    
    
        
        Hunt, Stephen - The Alpha Course and its Critics: An Overview of the Debates
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Miguez, Daniel - Opio Rebelde: Los Programas Pentecostales de Rehabilitación de Adictos en la Argentina
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Gooren, Henri - Catholic and Protestant Culture Politics in Nicaragua: A Media-Based Inventory
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Bibliography Walter J. Hollenweger
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Book Review: Verna Linzey, The Baptism with the Holy Spirit
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2004 (Vol. 3)
    

    	
    
    
        
        Anderson, Allan - Pentecostal-Charismatic Spirituality and Theological Education in Europe from a Global Perspective
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Cortèn, André - Le nouveau religion pentecôtiste: Eléments d'explication politico-theologique 
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2003 (Vol. 2)
    

    	
    
    
        
        Plüss, Jean-Daniel - Religious Experience in Worship: A Pentecostal Perspective
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        2002 (Vol. 1)
    

    	
    
    
        
        Hunt, Stephen - Deprivation and Western Pentecostalism Revisited: The Case of 'Classical' Pentecostalism
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Hunt, Stephen - Deprivation and Western Pentecostalism Revisited: Neo-Pentecostalism
    

    

    



    



    



    

	
    
    
        
        Global Pentecostalism
    

    	
    
    
        
        Africa
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Asia
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Europe
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Latin America
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        North America
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Oceania and Australia
    

    

    



    

	
    
    
        
        Study Resources
    

    	
    
    
        
        Links
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Bibliographies
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Doctoral Research Projects
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Papers
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Theology
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        Research Institutions & Groups
    

    

    

	
    
    
        
        GloPent Web Search Engine on Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements
    

    

    



    



    




        

        

        
    
    
        

        
            
     



	
        Recent Changes
    
	
        
        
        
            14th GloPent Conference: Pentecostalism and Gender
            
        


    
	
        
        
            GloPent Conference 2024, Book of Abstracts
            
        

        

    
	
        
        
            Keynote Abstracts GloPent 2024
            
        

        

    
	
        
        
        
            Flyer GloPent 2024
            
        


    
	
        
        
        
            PentecoStudies
            
        


    
	
        
        All recent changes…
        
    




    


        

        

        
    

                
                 
              

            	

              
                

                
                    

    You 
are here:
    Home
    
        → 
         
    
    
        
            Members
             
                → 
                 
            
            
         
    
    
        
            grsmith
             
                → 
                 
            
            
         
    
    
        
            
            
            Constructing a charismatic ontology of evil: a critical examination of Nigel Wright
         
    



                


                  

                  

                    [bookmark: documentContent]

                    

                    

                    
    
        
    

    Document Actions


    	
            

                [image: Print this page]
            
        


    

    
      

    

    




        Constructing a charismatic ontology of evil: a critical examination of Nigel Wright

    
        Charismatics have been accused of a dualistic approach to spiritual warfare, giving too high a status to Satan and developing a ‘demon-consciousness’. In the 1970s and 80s, a number of books and ministries developed demonologies that gave a detailed hierarchical description of the demonic world, and suggested that such demonic infestations were behind a range of sicknesses and sinful habits.  In reaction to this, even some commentators sympathetic to charismatics have written critiques of such approaches to evil and spiritual warfare; for example Andrew Walker, concerned as to the fear that such approaches can engender, coined the term ‘paranoid universe’ for this worldview.  Frank Peretti’s works of popular Christian fiction were said to have reinforced the distortions of such a paranoid worldview.  

Nigel Wright has sought to counter charismatic ‘remythologising’ through an ontological account of evil that highlights its deceptive and shadowy nature. His ‘non-ontological realist’ analysis of the devil and demons seeks to deny them ontological substance without reducing their reality. He challenges traditional views of the devil as personal, and of the fall of angels as the origin of demonic forces. Through dialogue with Karl Barth, Jürgen Moltmann, Walter Wink and others, he defines evil as a godless emptiness that nonetheless has complex ways of taking form in the experience of societies and individuals.   

 I have in my own research firstly sought to discover the views of a number of pioneers involved in the Anglican charismatic renewal in the 60s, 70s, and 80s in relation to spiritual warfare,  and secondly conducted a case study in 2007/8 in a charismatic Anglican church (pseudonymously called St George’s) where there was well developed theology and praxis of spiritual warfare. In this paper I shall use some of these results to examine and critique Wright’s proposed ontology, and begin to construct a charismatic ontology of evil that seeks to remain faithful both to their experience and to the biblical data. 
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